Influence of hepatitis C virus infection on the mortality of antiretroviral-treated patients with HIV disease.
The aims of this study were to analyze the mortality directly attributable to chronic viral hepatitis in HIV-1 infected patients and to investigate the influence of hepatitis virus infections on the survival of this population. A cohort of 328 HIV-1 infected, antiretroviral-treated patients, followed up from 1989 to 1996, was investigated in the study. The median follow-up period of the cohort was 120 weeks. The median baseline CD4 + cell count of the cohort was 303 cells/mm3. Hepatitis C virus, hepatitis B virus and hepatitis D virus infections were present in 214 (65%), 16 (4.9%) and 9 (2.7%) patients, respectively. Sixty-seven (20.4%) subjects died but there was no information on the vital status of 36 patients (11%). The causes of mortality were AIDS in 49 (73%), liver failure in 3 (4.5%) and other causes in 15 (22.4%). The cohort was divided into two groups for survival analysis, the groups consisting of persons infected by a hepatitis virus and persons without hepatitis virus infection. There was no difference in survival between the two groups (p = 0.31, log-rank). It is concluded that mortality among HIV-1/hepatitis virus coinfected patients with moderate to severe immunosuppression is mostly due to AIDS, and that the survival of these subjects is not influenced by the presence of hepatitis virus infections, particularly hepatitis C virus.